
     

Wiltshire Centre
Newsletter

The Caravan Club

Issue No:  82

Editor  Mark Kelly
  82 Redland
  Chippenham
  Wiltshire
  SN14 0JD
Tel  01249 658658

mark.kelly@wiltshirecentre.co.uk

March 2010

Welcome to this the latest edition of the Wiltshire Newsletter.
The 2010 Rally Season is now underway, After a snow covered 
and very cold start to the year we are up and running.

If you have volunteered to write a Rally Report, or you know 
who was asked, please remind them to get them to me as soon 
as possible, email is best but the Royal Mail is just as good.

I am hoping the Junior Chairman and the Juniors will have a 
regular page in the Newsletter so we can give them lots of 
support.

If you the readers/ralliers have any articles or interesting 
stories to tell please feel free to send them in all contributions 
gladly accepted.

Mark
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Pentewan Autumn Rally   September 2009

Once again ‘Pentewan Autumn Rally’ was a complete success thanks 
to our Rally Officers, Mike & Margaret Harris and Peter & Marion 
Davey.
They say that the sun shines on the righteous, we must have had alot 
of righteous ralliers, thirteen warm sunny days, one misty low cloud.
We had organized trips to choose from, the first to Plymouth, where 
we boarded a ship to take us on a tour of the docks, Submarines, 
Frigates and Cruisers were amongst the many points of interest. It 
was then time for shopping or sightseeing.
The second trip was to Boscastle, Tintagel, for those of us that had 
not seen the new build since the floods, it took some believing, the 
power of the water and damage caused. Tintagel Birthplace of King 
Arthur was the next stop.
Third trip was Bodmin, a nostalgic trip on the steam train, some of us 
visited the Duke of Cornwall’s Regimental Museum where the late 
Harry Patch, medals, and memorabilia were on display, others went 
to the jail, I am pleased to say they were all released in time to catch 
the coach back to Pentewan.
Many of you will know that TV reception is almost impossible at 
Pentewan, many ralliers had invested in Satellite Systems, there was 
much scratching of heads “thats another fine mess you have got me 
into” until the saviour’s Jan & Daryl arrived, installing and setting up 
many ralliers systems. Our thanks to them both.
Pentewan campsite are building a new Club House, swimming pool 
for summer 2010, on Monday the demolition team arrived with 
JCB’s, Wednesday teatime the old clubhouse and swimming pool 
were flattened. Watching the 3 JCB’s do their work was poetry in 
motion.
Mike, Margaret, Peter & MArion gave each caravan a very special 
treat, the first week being a Cornish Cream Tea, scones,strawberry 
jam & cream. The second week they excelled themselves, fresh 
cream strawberry roulade, yum yum.
We would like to thank the rally officers for all their very hard work, 
kindness and generosity, and already looking forward to Pentewan 
2010.

Sue & Roger Cains (Avon Centre).



Hendra - Newquay, Cornwall ! ! September 2009

We received our holiday agenda by post in good time to inform 
us what to expect.
On arriving on Friday we were greeted by the Marshals John, 
Sheila, John & Pam and given our pitch and all our goodies 
including a bag with allsorts in to make a sculpture from Punch 
& Judy show, plus a window competition drawing of a song.
After a god nights sleep a continental breakfast was arranged 
and everyone attended with there listed items and met one 
another, everyone was friendly and all introduced themselves 
with a good time had by all. The Marshals then told us that we 
could stat the games at our own arranged times as it was a 
knockout competition over the rally which consisted of Boule, 
Shove Half penny, Aunt Sally, Horseshoes and Lawn Skittles. 
The rest of the week was our own to meet old and make new 
friends, helped by the window competition in each caravan 
window.
Monday was Skittles in the afternoon and a get together on 
Monday night with Bingo followed by play your cards right, 
introduced by Bruce Forsyth & his dolly girls(John H, Sheila & 
Pam) a very good night was had by all (Shouldn't that be ÒA 
good game, Good gameÓ......Ed)
Thursday was Skittles followed by cream teas courtesy of the 
MArshals which were very good indeed, followed by an 
evening of Bingo & Card games with lots of fun.
The weekend was free to explore Cornwall in the beautiful 
sunshine which was with us most of the rally.
Monday was outdoor games followed by a quiz night & Bingo 
with lots of jokes and laughter and a drink or two may have 
been taken.



Wednesday was finals day for all the outstanding games to be 
completed ready for flag. The flag was held with the speeches 
followed by the prize giving and the judging  of the sculpture 
competition which of caused lots of laughter with some 
ingenuity used from the bags of stuff given at the start of the 
rally, the flag was drawn to a conclusion with thanks given by 
Keith Pankhurst on behalf of the Wiltshire Centre and a thank 
you on behalf of all the visiting centre’s to the Marshals fora 
very good rally. This was followed by Cheese & Wine and a 
friendly chat.
Friday was the end of the rally with fond farewells to new 
friends.

A final thank you to Sheila & John Dunn and Pam & John 
HArding for a fortnight of fun in the sun.

Eric Stockdale
Lincolnshire Centre.

WANTED! Photos of the Duet, taken at last years Dinner 
Dance, on CD to the Webmaster please. Thank you.



Hilperton Village Hall.

The photo and illuminated window rally

Mark and I arrived at the rally early afternoon and were greeted 
by Nigel and Wendy
We set up the van then I unfortunately had to go to work that 
night leaving Mark to enjoy himself.  I returned to the rally on 
Saturday morning and brought the dog with me. We had a 
lovely time because the weather was lovely and warm so we 
sat outside the vans and had a lazy afternoon. We also went to 
look at the pictures for the photographic competition that were 
in John and Wendy’s awning and cast our votes, a good turn 
out of pictures being on display.
We went into the village hall early evening to play skittles and 
also to have our jacket potatoes. We had a great evening with 
lots of laughing and joking and the company was wonderful the 
food was delicious and filling.
Just as it got dark we were all asked to go and see the windows, 
there were six windows and their theme was harvest festival 
they  were absolutely  brilliant we also voted on these, and then 
we returned to the hall to finish off the game of skittles.
Sunday morning came and at 11a.m. flag they  announced the 
winners of the photographic competition witch was Sue Searle 
and the illuminated window competition Gill and Pete 
Wiltshire.
A great time was hopefully had by all and I’d like to thank 
John and Wendy and Chris and Nigel for a great weekend.

Steph Kelly.
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Halloween Rally

We arrived in the afternoon for a change set up and settled in our 
new van and had a chat with friends. The village hall was available at 
night time so we went with Ken & Brenda. Had a few drinks no 
alcohol for me enjoyed the junior Disc it was not to loud. Well done 
Richard and Callum

Saturday morning Derek went for his paper he was away ages. He 
turned left out the field went back into Cricklade, instead of turning 
right into Malmesbury which was half the distance. Spent the rest of 
the day totally relaxing with a few chats in-between.
When we booked in on Friday we were all given a small skeleton, to 
hang on the door for Night time trick or treat. You also got a bag of 
sweets to give out in case you didn’t have any what a good idea.
At 6pm the children who were all dressed up in some fabulous 
costumes came round the vans for trick or treat. Not to be out done I 
dressed up in my Witches costume and sat on the caravan steps 
waiting I had some Satsuma’s so put them with the sweets. Really all  
the children deserved a prize.

 Then at 7pm we all went into the hall, it was great to see nearly 
everybody had made an effort and had dressed up, was annoyed at 
Derek he said he couldn’t be bothered. All the children were in 
Halloween dress from a baby d to 13 years olds. I thought Chris 
Riley and Jan Randal were brilliant must say Chris it did suit you 
(getting my own back 12 cakes meow)
We had pumpkin soup to start with it tasted really nice.                                                         
This was followed by by hamburgers, sausage, jacket potato and 
salad.

Then we had games for the children hanging doughnuts from a 
gazebo then blind folding them what a laugh watching them trying to 
eat the doughnuts. This was followed by apple dunking for all ages 
The men had ago only when they blind folded them they then 
changed the bowls over yes you guessed right no apples in the bowl 
what a laugh had a fantastic time.
 I would like to say thank you to the junior disco well done lads.
The weather outside was blowing a Gale and raining what a 
night.

Thank you for a smashing weekend Barbara Owen



Dinner Dance 2009
Cotswold Hoburne

After helping Mark Kelly with the planning of the Wiltshire Centres Dinner 
Dance and the hic ups when the venue was double booked. We were offered 
the smaller room and every one had bad comments about it. It would not be 
big enough, it would look like a swimming pool changing room, people will 
be wandering through. I was sure it was going to be a success
 Then about 10 days before I had a phone call from Sheila Dunn asking if I 
would be the other Rally Officer as Keith  and Sandra Pankhurst had to 
cancel due to Keith having to go into hospital for a couple of days.
The weather forecast was predicted rain.  Well Sheila and I managed to site 
all the vans on the Friday in the dry. I never put my coat on once. Saturday 
morning we had 2 vans left to site and just as they arrived it started to rain. 
There was always men who were willing to help on the long vans but I have 
to say Sheila and I did well. John was handing out the envelopes in his van.
Saturday we duly went over and made sure all Marks plans were coming 
together. Wayne the manager was running around and making sure all was 
to our expectations. 
Most people walked over but some did take cars to protect the ladies 
dresses. And may I say what a picture it was. We had a dance floor that was 
big enough for the amount of people attending to dance on all the table had 
room to walk round and a stage for the Duo and the Cabaret. The food was 
good and the service to match. Wayne was also taking orders for drinks for 
anyone who did not want to go to the bar. 
The music was a duo and they played music that was across the board  so 
you could talk if you did not want to dance. Then we had the Cabaret we all 
thought we were getting Englebert Humperdink by his name. But we had  
someone who could sing, take the mickey out of the older songs and 
although at times was a bit close  with his words he never actually used the 
words. You were able to add them in your head. A really excellent act. 
May I say Thank you to the committee (yes I know I was one of them at 
planning stage) and A Big Thank You to Mark. You know you are going to 
have to better the entertainment for next year in the bigger room. Well 
people will expect it.  Also a thank you to Lisa 
Vinten for the presentation flowers given to the 
ladies on top table.  And thank you to Sheila for 
asking me to help. Keith and Sandra see you 
next year back in the helm.

Jenny  



New Year Rally

Happy new year to all.
We arrived Wednesday afternoon and meet by the Rally ofÞcers.

Wednesday - evening started with a Þsh and chip supper with bread 
and butter and a pudding of apple pie and custard, then came the 
karaoke, well for those who came sing (not me), lots of Rallers got 
up and sang.

Thursday - you could do what you wanted in the day,
In the evening we arrived at the hall to a door bridge and a jester 
showing us where to sit, the hall looked fantastic, the rally ofÞcers 
done us proud and the evening began.
We had lots of food, veg broth, Roast chicken and all the trimmings, 
and the pudding where out of this world (not that I could it them, to 
full up).
We watched and joined in with the entertainment, where did they get 
these people from, so funny.
We then danced the night away until Glynn got up on the mike, get 
him off we shouted, then 12am came and we wished and kissed 
everyone a happy new year and danced a again till 2am, ( i needed 
my bed by then).

Friday  - morning more food, bacon and sagage rolls and cup of tea. 
(Just what you wanted to get over the hangover).
Friday do what you wanted in the day, come the evening guess what 
(more food), started with a buffet and then a Chinese action what fun 
that was with Gary as the compeer, and if you won the ginger teddy 
bear, that went round the hall and lots of ever items kept going round 
the hall with half eaten and opened biscuits box.

Saturday - the day to leave the rally, well we had a fantastic time 
thanks to Derek, Barbara, Gary, Linda, Megan, Alan and Jane.           

John, Tracy and Luke Mason



NEW YEAR RALLY 

Wednesday 30th December 2009 to Saturday 2nd January 2010 (Kingsdown 
School Ð Swindon).

We arrived on Wednesday afternoon in the rain and were welcomed by 
Derek.  On recognising us as Somerset members we were asked to wait 
where we were.  A knock came to the window and we were duly given our 
envelope.  Oh dear I said to my wife Mary, they donÕt even want us to get 
out.  We sat there patiently quite expecting a vehicle to arrive with ÒFollow 
MeÓ on the roof but instead further instructions were received to proceed to 
the fence, turn left and keep going until we met a Rally OfÞcer.  Five 
minutes later we met the Rally OfÞcers at the back of the school where I 
unhitched and they kindly sited our van next to, yes youÕve guessed it, the 
other Somersets.  Our Þrst thought was that the Rally OfÞcers had been led 
to believe that we are a noisy bunch but then we heard the distant drone of 
the A419 and guessed, that coming up from tranquil areas of Somerset, the 
Rally OfÞcers thought we would enjoy big town noises.  It wasnÕt until I 
went for the water that the penny dropped, the Rally OfÞcers, bless them, 
were only thinking of our health and realized we needed plenty of exercise.

Wednesday evening we were all rewarded for our exercise and served Þsh 
and chips with either peas or beans.  We then had an enjoyable evening of 
table quizzes and karaoke.
New Years Eve was a medieval banquet and the transformation of the 
school hall into a medieval banqueting hall had to be seen to be believed.  It 
came complete with a drawbridge, a chandelier, banners, wall lamps, a 
jester and two walking minstrels.  The following morning we were treated 
to bacon and sausage rolls washed down with tea/coffee to assist the 
recovery process.
On Thursday evening after Flag and the rafße our taste buds were brought 
back to life with an exceptional buffet.  For the remainder of the evening we 
entertained ourselves with a Chinese Auction where much fun and laughter 
was had thanks to a large cuddly monkey, a pair of monkey slippers and a 
bottle of brandy.



We arrived on the rally with a cupboard full of snacks and nibbles and we 
went home with the same full cupboard.  The Rally OfÞcers are to be 
congratulated on the number and standard of the meals and there was 
always more than enough to satisfy the healthy appetites.  Also for all their 
hard work before, during and after what was a memorable New Year Rally.  
It was worth every penny.
We visitors would like to thank all the Wiltshire Members for making us 
feel at home and also we Somersets would like to thank Stuart and Marilyn 
for keeping us right in the ways of the Wiltshires.
On Saturday morning, with a light covering of snow on the ground and a 
long journey ahead of us, we made an early quiet exit through the back gate 
while the Wiltshires, except for the Rally OfÞcers, slept on.  Many thanks to 
all concerned.

Dave and Mary Palmer (Somerset Centre).

P.S. It was a bonus having a bus stop outside the school gates for us over 
60Õs bus pass adventurers.  



Bishopstrow Farm, Warminster 2010

This is our second rally of the year arrived about 8pm Friday night, settled 
in with a bottle of red wine. Saturday morning a hard frost, Derek went to 
fill the aqua roll the tap was frozen. We just had the water in the kettle I had 
boiled for a cup of tea. Derek used this to pour over the tap luckily this was 
enough to get the water through. With full aqua roll had breakfast washed 
up then off to Warminster. We didn’t window shop for very long as it was 
bitterly cold Derek was happy he had his paper. Back to the van for cake 
and coffee and a relaxing afternoon.

Saturday evening 7pm down to the village hall, said hello to everyone. Then 
down to the quiz Jim was first quizmaster with Jim’s rules applying, which 
went down well. Time for supper Faggots or Sausages with mash potatoes 
and peas, very nice indeed. For pudding a lovely home made trifle so nice 
we had to have seconds diet now blown. A very nice supper well done to 
Sandra, Linda, and not forgetting Liz.

Second half Dave was quizmaster just as entertaining as Jim; they work 
well as a double act. A good night was had by all. Back to the caravan 
Derek put the aqua roll in the car to stop it from freezing.

Sunday morning yes you new what was coming the aqua roll was frozen ha 
ha. But we had water in the van for washing and tea. The papers were 
delivered by Jim and Dave that was Derek stopped for the next hour as I 
packed the stuff away for home.

Flag about 11am there was a presentation to a couple who had got the dates 
wrong for the rally.  The main presentation which could have been 
expanded a bit more about there achievements were to Jim & Linda Gillcrist 
for there 800th Rally which shows a big commitment to the centre. They 
also have run 120 rallies as rally officers.

The second presentation was to Richard & Carol 

Davies for achieving 500rd rallies well done.

Thank you to Jim, Linda, Dave, Sandra and of 

coarse Liz for a smashing weekend.



Holiday Idea if you are stuck?

Looking for ideas for your holiday in 2010, RAy and I 
would like to suggest if you are travelling South inFrance 
that you take a break near Auxerre and Þnd the "Chantier 
MedivalÓ Guedelon. We found this by chance on our way 
home in September and it is very interesting.

Started in 1997 in an abandoned and overgrown quarry 
they are building a castle using 13th Century plans. A 
group of craftspeople have built a "Village# to house them 
complete with farm for food etc. Everything they require 
to quarry the stone, cut the trees for timber, tiles for the 
roof, clothes to wear(all medieval style), candles for light 
and many, many more are being made at the site. It is 
fantastic day out to see how they are bringing the past to 
life. It is hoped to complete it by 2022!

The works have a website: www.guedelon.fr

We have photographs especially of the giant wheel 
powered by man walking inside it to lift the rafters and a 
leaßet if anyone is interested.

Jose Kirk.

Many thanks for this article Jose, if anyone else has 
similar stories to share, then send them in and I hope to 
include as many as possible.  Ed.

http://www.guedelon.fr
http://www.guedelon.fr


COMMITTEE PAGE

Dinner Dance 2010, Hoburne Cotswold, tickets and pricing 
will be announced in the near future and with limited spaces be 
quick in booking. See committee members for bookings forms 
for the Dinner. The rally for the Dinner Dance is onsite with 
mains and use of the site pool etc, slips to the Rally Officers as 
per Rally Book. This year it is also a Centre Invite to the 
Somerset Centre so book early.
Live Duet “Atlantic Crossing” and a Cabaret act “TBC” 
providing our entertainment.

New look Centre Website, now up and fully running. 
www.wiltshirecentre.co.uk

webmaster@wiltshirecentre.co.uk for web articles.
All photographs to be sent on a CD please, not email.

Wessex 2010, the Centre requires Organisers for Centre 
Entertains and Walking Tableau, help will be available 
from past organisers if needed, please contact our Wessex 
reps Wendy Howlett or Phil Sambrook asap.

Centre Equipment/Catering Equipment please speak to 
and book via Andy Harrison and not the people who are 
kindly storing and maintaining the stock for us.

If you would like to write about anything centre related 
feel free to send it in. 
See you in the next Edition. 

Mark.
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